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typically through a UsB connection of PC card slot,
that provides users with high—speed Internet access
through a cell phone signal.'

\ aircard: A device that plugs into a laptop computer,

\

\»’ blog (short for web 10g): A type of Web page that

\ serves as a publicly accessible personal journal for

i an individual, with regular entries featuring cOm-

\X mentary., descriptions of events, OF other materi-

‘\ als such as graphics OF video; genera“y displayed in
\ reverse-chronologica\ order. :

\‘ hyperlink: A pointina Web document through

]‘ which users may branch outward to other bodies of
\ information present on the Web.?

\ IM (short for instant message): Refers to messages

\ sent through an Internet instant message service, such
X as Google Chat or MSN Messenger, that are seeming-
\ ly delivered 'mstantaneous\y to the other party 2

keyword: A word entered into an Internet search
engine.’

mash-up: Refers to @ combination of disparate soft-
ware or Web-based applications, often from com-
pletely different sources.’

—

metadata: Digitally stored information about a doc-

ument’s characteristics, including its origin and

= usage.”

metatags: HTML code embedded in a website that
describes the contents of that site, often to help

————

! search engines categorize them correctly®

% plug-in: A computer program that is added 10

i enhance an existing program such as a Web browser
x or email program."
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A Glossary of Current Internet Terms

social networking websites: Websites such as

Facebook.com and MySpace.com; essentially online
communities through which its members create
profiles of themselves using text, photos, and videos,
and that may permit its users t0 interact and commu-

nicate using email, instant messaging, and posts.'

usenet: A bulletin poard-like network featuring thou-
sands of “newsgroups.”‘

user-generated content (UGC): Content contributed
{o the Internet by end users."”

Web 2.0: Nota new software application, but a meta-
phor. «eb 2.0” has recently entered the Janguage to
describe an Internet evolved to new levels of capa-
bility that promote vast and varied social networks
and greatly enhanced interactivity. It evokes the latest
trends in use of the Web and advances in Web tech-
nology and design that encourage creativity, informa-
tion sharing, collaboration, and the proliferation of
many types of user—generated content.”

Web widget: A computer code used to create an item
on a Web page. suchasa poll, an advertisemem, a
gearch box, a news headline, Or & photo slide show."

wiki: A term meaning “quick” in Hawaiian that is
used for technology that gathers in one place a num-
ber of Web pages focused on & theme, project, of
collaboration. Generally, users develop, contribute,
and update the content of wikis. The most famous
wiki 18 Wikipedia, the free online encyc\opedm.‘S

yYouTube: An electronic publicat'\on and distribu-
tion system at y ouTube.com On which its users may
upload, view, and share video clips.'
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