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Since its inception, the Internet has posed a number of legal challenges for owners of intellectual property, Internet 
service providers, and IP end users alike. Moreover, the Internet is changing so rapidly that practitioners must constantly 
refamiliarize themselves, not only with developing legal issues, but with the ever-involving Internet vernacular. 

This brief outline provides definitions for some new Internet terms and highlights some of the salient 
intellectual property issues related to the Internet, as well as some pertinent 
non-intellectual-property legal issues and disputes. 

t lnternetTerms 
A Glossary of Curren 

into a laptop computer, 

, es' Websites such as . 
social networking webs~ a~e.com; essentially onhne 

Facebook.com and My ~ h 'ts members create 
communities through w ~c ~ext photoS, and videos, . card' A device that plugs t' n or pC card slot, 

air, USB connec 10 

typically ~hrough a with high-speed Internet access 
that provides users . I I 

1\ hone signa . 
through ace P f Web page that 

b 1 )' A type 0 

blog (short for we og, 'bl personal journal for 
bf ly acceSSI e . 

serv~s as a pu I~ ular entries featunng co~-
an individual, with reg nts or other maten-

. . s of eve , d ' 
mentary, descnpt~on 'deo' generally displaye m 

Phlcs or VI , 
als such as gra . d 2 • 

I gical or er. 
reverse-chrono o. b document through 

hyperlink: A point 1I1 ac~~utward to other bodies of 
hich users may bran 3 

w . nt on the Web. 
informatIOn prese )' Refers to messages 

, t nt message ' . h 
1M (short for ms a . t message service, suc 

I t rnet lI1stan . 
sent through an n ~SN Messenger, that are s:errung-
as Google Chat or ly to the other party . 

. d . tantaneous 
Iy del were lI1S . Internet search 

d' A word entered lI1to an 
keywor ' 

engine.
s 

ombination of disparate soft-
mash-up: Refers to

d
a c lications, often from com­

ware or Web-base app 6 

pletely different sources·
d

. formation about a doc-
. ' t By store 1I1 . d 

metadata: Digi a . ' . luding its origll1 an 
t's charactenstlCS, mc umen 

usage.7 b dded in a website that 
HTML code ern e h 1 

metatags: f that site, often to e p 
'b , the contents 0 1 8 descn es . them correct y. 

, ategonze 

P
rofiles of themselve~ USlng

s 
to interact and commu-

. t Its user 10 

and that ~ay per~1 instant messaging, and p.osts . 
nicate USll1g email, fk etwork featunng thou-

t , A bulletin board- len 
usene , "11 

sands of "newsgroups. GC)' Content contributed 
user-generated content (U 12 ' 

b end users . 
to the Internet y l'cat'lon but a meta-

ftware app I ' 
Web 2,0: Not a neW so entered the language to 

P
hor. "Web 2.0" has rece

l 
ntl

d
Y
to 

neW levels of capa-
I t net evo ve k 

describe an n er . d social networ s 
t and vane 

bility that promote va~ tivity . It evokes the latest 
and greatly enhanced Ill~era~ advances in Web tech-
trends in use of the We anOurage creativity, informa-

d . n that enc . f 
nology and eSlg . d the proliferatIOn 0 

. llaboratlon, an 
tion sharll1g, co enerated content.!3 . 
many types of user-g d to create an Item 

uter code use 
Web widget: A comp II an advertisement, a 

ch as a po , ' h 14 
on a Web page, su dl' or a photo shde s ow. 

news hea me, . 
search box, a . k'" Hawaiian that IS 

, " qUlC m 
'k'" A term meantng , one place a num-

WI ' hat gathers III 
used for technology t d on a theme, project, or 
ber of Web pages focuse users develop, contribute, 
collaboration. Genera1\Y'f 'k' The most famouS 

tent 0 WI IS. , IS 
and update the c?n f online encyclopedIa. 

'ld' dla the ree , 
wiki is WI pe , , ublication and distnbu-

YouTube: An electrontC p which its users may 
Y Tube corn on , stem at ou . . 16 

search engll1es c that is added to 
lug-in: A computer program h as a Web browser 

p hance an existing program suc 

tlOn sy. d share video clips. 
upload, VIew, an 

en 9 

or email program. 

Commentary: "Hot" Cases and Controversies 

Internet use of intellectual property has spawned a great deal of IP litigation, and many of these disputes present novel legal the­
ories and controversies for both the experienced and novice IP practitioner. For obvious reasons, copyright law has been, and con­
tinues to be, the subject of much of the intellectual property litigation related to the Internet. A&M Records, Inc, v. Napster, Inc. 17 

was the first major copyright case to address the problem of unauthorized peer-to-peer (P2P) file sharing, Napster, Inc, provid-
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